
The John Haddon Print Method 
 
For reasons of cost, I choose to print via a commercial lab.  I further choose to print only a 
couple of sizes so I can re-use both mounts and backing board, (16”x12” and 15”x10”).  I 
reckon that if a print has “been around” for 3 or 4 years, it probably won’t see the light of 
day again, and if you decide to keep your old ones, they take up a lot of room. 
  
Typical costs to produce a 500 x 400 mounted print - 
£1.15 per 16”x12” print (but postage £5 for any number of prints) 
£1 to £1.30 per mount 
£2.40 when pre-cut with a 15.3” x 11.5” window 
£0.8 per backing board. 
£3.50 per 50M roll of self adhesive mounting tape 
  
The commercial lab I use wants files at 300ppi.  So, having pre-determined the size I want 
to print, I re-size the image to fit behind the mount’s window.  However, I take extra care to 
consider any border I might wish to show through the window. 
  
My camera takes 4608 x 3456 pixel images (16MP).  At 300ppi, that allows me to make a 
15.3” x 11.5” without any re-sizing whatsoever.  All I have to do then, is extend the canvas 
to 4800 x 3600 pixels and I’ve got my 16x12 file to upload. 
  
When I wish to crop off some unwanted stuff near the edge of an image, I’ll set the crop 
tool to 4608 x 3456 pixels at 300 ppi and allow Photoshop to crop and re-size the image 
for me.  However, if I need to crop a lot off an image, then I’ll think twice about printing it at 
all.  It may be best just to show it as a PDI. 
  
I then “sharpen” the image for printing.  Because there are so many more pixels in a print 
(6 to 10 times more than a PDI), I sharpen the print more aggressively.  I also believe that 
the printing process itself will introduce some softness. 
  
Finally, I convert the image to the commercial lab’s printer/paper profile and save it in a 
“To Print / Sizes to Print” folder structure.  When I eventually come round to uploading 
them to the lab, the folder names will remind me what sizes I planned to make. 
  
I use DS Colour Labs and usually choose to print on their “lustre” paper.  I downloaded the 
appropriate colour profiles from their website when I first started using them.  Like most 
labs, their prints are cheap but the postage is expensive, so I usually only print a couple of 
times a year - maybe 10 or 12 prints at a time. 
  
NB - I know that some commercial labs, such as ProAm Imaging, don’t want you to apply 
any colour corrections.  They require you to leave the image in sRGB - so I guess all that 
side of things is handled “in house”, so you must check their requirements before you send 
your images. 
 


